September 12, 2010 
Grief and Growth 
I know that it is too soon for most of those affected by the fire to have 
arrived at the acceptance phase of grief, but I would like to add some 
warning and hope for the future. I know there will be an abundance of 
resources and advice, and I would like to get the wheels rolling on that as soon 
as possible, and offer what I can. I conducted a small monitoring study of 
the Walker Ranch Fire for Boulder County that you can get to on the web. 
This may give you an idea of what is coming in about the next 5 to 10 years. 
The warning comes first. Erosion is your big issue in the short term, 
and that is complicated by the dangers of falling trees that will continue 
for years. Erosion control must start at the top of a slope or drain and 
work down. Building large erosion control features at the bottom of the 
slope, such as check dams and water bars, is far less successful than lots of 
little features starting at the top of a slope or drain. 
Revegetation does little or nothing to control erosion for the first few 
years since the plants are just getting established. Mulch cover for the 
soil is really what controls erosion during that time. Mulch is tricky 
business. NEVER EVER use standard pasture hay for mulch, it is filled with tall 
growing non-native grasses and weeds. You will regret it. Even so called “
weed-free” straw mulch has weeds in it. Only hydromulch, made from wood 
pulp mixed with water is actually weed free, but can be expensive and hard to 
apply if access is difficult. 
I actually recommend that you apply NO seed whatsoever. In almost all 
cases save a few, natural native revegetation will work great. You will get 
plenty of negative response to that suggestion, but I believe that it is the 
best approach. Primarily because very little of the seed you can buy is 
really native, and often the recommendations are totally wrong for a site and 
can actually increase fire risk over time. Better to spend your money on 
mulch. 
Weeds. There is about 100% probability that you will have weeds. Learn 
what they are and decide if you should do something or nothing, not all 
weeds are created equal. 
You have lots of work ahead of you, but here comes the hope based on the 
love of nature that possibly made you decide where to live. You are about 
to witness an amazing sequence of recovery. I suggest that you find a spot 
on your property, place a permanent marker and take a panorama photograph. 
Repeat this every year, and at different seasons of the year as different 
plants flower. You are starting from scratch, perhaps now would be a 
good time to learn the names of the plants as they start to reappear. If 
you do, you will notice that some of the plants that were at first abundant, 
slowly give way to a new set of plants. Over the course of the next many 
years you can become a co-designer of your property. Nature is your 
instructor, but in this new world of human needs you can tweak the results in a 
way that can possibly minimize the frequency of catastrophic fire. Nothing 
can ever take it away. Even living is town is no real safe haven. Boulder 
is a forest of trees and homes that is in no way immune to what you have 
experienced. 
I can’t speak for anyone but myself, but I am sure the wealth of talent in 
Boulder County will help you cope with both the grief and growth that the 
future holds. 
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Walker ranch fire study at: 
>>http://www.ecotone.org/Download/Eldorado_Fire_at_Walker_Ranch2007.pdf<<
