Dear Fourmile Canyon Community Members:
    
 We have a few updates we ' d like to share with you:


 Updated message to Xcel Energy customers in the Fourmile Fire zone:
 Xcel Energy is still only permitted to work in certain areas of the fire zone for safety reasons. September 13, we have 143 employees and contractors working to assess, prep and re-construct electric facilities in Sunshine Canyon (4600-7400 blocks), north along CR 83 and Logan Mill Road; and Sugarloaf Road at Mountain King. 
 We need customers '  phone numbers in order to notify them when we have restored their power. Call Xcel Energy Customer Care at 1-800-895-4999 to provide a current cell phone or other telephone number where we can reach you. 
 Xcel Energy ' s ongoing recorded customer information hotline is 1-800-545-0677.
 Boulder County is providing multiple resources as areas affected by the Fourmile Canyon wildfire continue opening to residents.
  
 Sanitary and emergency response services
 While reliable power utilities and water are still unavailable, the county is providing the following resources at nine community locations within the burn area to support residents: 
 ·        Portable toilets and wash stations
 ·        Dumpsters for solid waste collection
 ·        Drinking water and potable water for other sanitary purposes 
 ·        Emergency phone stations for local and emergency calls (set up by Qwest) 
  
 Note: Residents returning to the burn area will not be able to refill their household propane tanks until tanks have been inspected and certified by licensed vendors.
  
 Additionally, the Boulder County Household Hazardous Waste center <http://www.bouldercounty.org/recycling/hhw/hhwhome.htm has expanded hours to receive household hazardous materials from inside the burn perimeter. There is no charge for this service. Location: Western Disposal, 5880 Butte Mill Road, Boulder (map <http://www.bouldercounty.org/recycling/pdf/HHWmap.pdf). Hours, week of Sept. 13:
 ·        Monday-Tuesday, noon-4 p.m.
 ·        Wednesday, 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
 ·        Friday-Saturday, 8 a.m.-noon
  
 Mental health and grief counseling
 Losing or incurring damage to a home can be disorienting, confusing and emotionally difficult for people. As a result, residents may desire some support and guidance in handling the uncertainties of what to do next and the grief associated with this loss. To help support residents returning to the burn area, Boulder County is offering counseling and support for individuals and families directly affected by the fire.
  
 These services are available through the assistance center in Boulder and in the following locations within the burn area once those areas open for re-entry:
 ·        Fourmile Canyon, Salina Little Church of the Pines (open)
 ·        Sunshine Fire Station (not yet open)
 ·        Gold Hill Community Center (not yet open)
  
 Assistance center
 The assistance center, which provides counseling and support services to displaced residents, is located at Boulder County ' s Sundquist Building, 3482 N. Broadway in Boulder. A call center is also operational there and can be contacted at 303-441-3560. The assistance center is open Wednesday from 8am-6pm, Thursday and Friday from 9-5pm and Saturday and Sunday from 10am-4pm.
  
 The assistance center is offering the following services to victims of the fire:
 ·        Food and basic needs assistance
 ·        Longer-term housing options for people who have lost their homes
 ·        Mental health
 ·        Insurance claim advice
 ·        Medical case management
 ·        Senior services for those age 60 and older
 ·        Coordination with local nonprofit organizations to provide clothing and other basic needs
  
 The Official Distribution Center for the Fourmile Canyon Fire will be open at 1pm Wednesday, Sept.  15 until 7pm. Hours will be 10am to 7pm from Thursday Sept.  16 until further notice.   This distribution center has received numerous items from the community amd those impacted by the fire are encouraged to visit the center to find what they need. 
 The Distribution Center is located at 5395 Pearl Parkway, next to Sunbelt Rentals. Entrance has a green sign  " City of Boulder Mulch Yard. "   Look for signs leading you into the Distribution Center.  
 The Donation Collection Center at 3111 28th St in Boulder, CO (across from the Puddle car wash and next to Time Warp comic & game store between Glenwood Dr and Valmont Rd) will continue to be open from 10am to 7pm until further notice. The Donation Collection Center is for receiving donations ONLY.
 Items needed: Water, Sports Drinks, Laundry Supplies, and Cleaning Supplies including household paper products.
 New underwear, socks, in all sizes, for all ages
 Feminine hygiene items
 NEW Sheets, towels
 Work Gloves, boots, dust masks
 Shovels & Rakes
 Sunscreen, Lip Balm
 Gift cards for families from your favorite restaurants, stores, movies, etc.
 Gently used furniture may be donated at the Donations Warehouse at the old Safeway in Louisville at 707 East S. Boulder Rd. NOT accepting used mattresses. 
 Items NOT needed: used bedding, used adult clothing, perishable food.
  
  
 Health and safety
 Boulder County Public Health is distributing health and safety information to residents and fire response and support personnel entering the burn area. Fact sheets and more information is available at: www.bouldercounty.org/health/fireresources.htm <http://www.bouldercounty.org/health/fireresources.htm.
  
 In addition, tetanus vaccinations will be provided free of charge by Boulder County Public Health to residents affected by the Fourmile Canyon fire at a special tetanus clinic:
  
 Thursday September 16 
 3:30 p.m. to 8:00p.m.
 Houston Room 
 Boulder County Clerk and Recorder ' s Office
 1750 33rd St, Boulder 
  
 Residents of the evacuated areas and contractors working with residents in the area are advised that, while the fire line has been completely 'contained,' many hazards and health & safety concerns remain within the fire perimeter area. The primary concern at this time is the safety and security of residents going into those areas which have sustained significant infrastructure losses from the fire.
 The county also wants to maintain open access for emergency personnel and firefighters still working in the area. Fire recovery efforts are underway, and our emergency personnel and firefighters appreciate having unobstructed access to those areas that pose a risk for further fire activity.
 While active fire conditions have been mostly extinguished, much of the scorched ground is still warm or hot to the touch, and there remain many obstacles and dangers within the entire burned area. These include: downed power lines and poles, fire hot spots, infrastructure damage to roads and rights of way, lack of working utilities (phone, water, electricity), concerns about potable water quality and propane tank integrity, and exposed mine shafts (some of which continue to smolder).
 Note: The term 'containment' does not mean that the fire is completely out. The National Wildfire Coordinating Group defines the definition of  ' contained '  as follows:  The status of a wildfire suppression action signifying that a control line has been completed around the fire, and any associated spot fires, which can reasonably be expected to stop the fire ' s spread. 
 Again, your contact information is not being shared by us to anyone and will only be used as a method to communicate updated information on services and resources.
